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Competition law infringements can cause losses to a large number of 
potential claimants, and multi-million pound competition damages actions are 
becoming an increasingly prominent feature of the litigation landscape. 

The UK has emerged as a forum of choice for these types of claims in 
Europe, with a specific competition collective actions regime available in the 
Competition Appeal Tribunal (CAT). 

In addition, there are a number of other routes potentially available to 
claimants wishing to bring a competition claim collectively, including 
“informal” claims aggregation and joint case management, representative 
actions and group litigation orders (GLOs).

.

“Where the harmful impact of [anti-
competitive] conduct affects consumers, 

it may typically cause damage to very 
large classes of claimants… Viewed 
from the perspective of an individual 

consumer, the likely disparity between 
the cost and effort involved in bringing 
such a claim and the monetary amount 

of the consumer’s individual loss, 
coupled with the much greater litigation 
resources likely to be available to the 
alleged wrongdoer, means that it will 

rarely, if ever, be a wise or proportionate 
use of limited resources for the 

consumer to litigate alone.”
Mastercard v Merricks [2020] UKSC
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For an in-depth discussion of how class 
actions are litigated in the English courts, see 
our textbook Class Actions in England and 
Wales, written by leading lawyers from Herbert 
Smith Freehills and published by Sweet & 
Maxwell in June 2018. 
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